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elope from the authority of their parents to throw
themselves of their own accord into the arms of men
whom they have had neither time to know, nor
ability to judge of, are totally without those securities.
It is not surprising that they make a bad use of their
freedom of action the first time they avail themselves
of it; nor that they fall into such cruel mistakes, when,
not having received a democratic education, they
choose to marry in conformity to democratic customs.
But this is not all. When a man and woman are bent
upon marriage in spite of the differences of an aristo-
cratic state of society, the difficulties to be overcome
are enormous. Having broken or relaxed the bonds of
filial obedience, they have then to emancipate them-
selves by a final effort from the sway of custom and the
tyranny of opinion; and when at length they have
succeeded in this arduous task, they stand estranged
from their natural friends and kinsmen : the pre-
judice they have crossed separates them from all,
^Snd places them in a situation which soon breaks
their courage and sours their hearts. If, then, a
couple married in this manner are first unhappy and
afterward criminal, it ought not to be attributed to
the Jreedom of their choice, but rather to their living
in a community in which this freedom of choice is
not admitted.
Moreover, it should not be forgotten that the same
effort which makes a man violently shake off a
prevailing error, commonly impels him beyond the
bounds of reason ; that, to dare to declare war, in
however just a cause, against the opinion of one's
age and country, a violent and adventurous spirit is
required, and that men of this character seldom
arrive at happiness or virtue, whatever be the path
they follow. And this, it may be observed by the way,
is the reason why, in the most necessary and righteous